
Supplementary decisions and interpretations

BLL criteria Broilers 1, 2 and 3-star

Supplementary to version 5.12, dated 02-01-2023

and version 2.2, dated 02-01-2023

Date Norm no. or topic Question Supplementary decision or interpretation

14-08-23 UIT06 Tiered barn

Criterion UIT06 states that the animals are kept in a barn with a 

maximum of one storey/floor/level. Tiered barns with multiple 

storeys/floors/levels are excluded from participation in the Better Life 

label. This does not apply to existing houses that were Better Life label 

participants before 01/09/2016.

Due to the transition to more BLL 1 star broilers, practical possibilities 

are being sought for broiler farms to participate in the Better Life label 

with one or more existing tiered barns, in addition to any regularly built 

barns. Are there possibilities to participate in the Better Life Label with a 

tiered barn?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to amend criterion 

UIT06 as follows: ‘The animals are kept on a maximum of one storey/floor/level’. 

This means that only one storey/floor/level may be used for keeping animals (both 

BLL animals and non-BLL animals) and that the other storeys/floors/levels are not 

used for production (are unsuitable for keeping animals).

The storey/floor/level used for keeping the animals must have the possibility to 

realise a covered/free run. This level is therefore located on the ground floor. 

The non-use for production of other storeys/floors/levels means that the feed and 

drinking water facilities must be absent. Also, no litter and/or manure residues may 

be present on the storeys/floors/levels that are not used for production.

27-11-23

KBLA01, A5A and 

A5

Supply chain 

quality system

(1, 2 and 3 stars)

The farm must a valid certificate issued by a supply chain quality system 

approved by the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals. IKB Kip and 

Belplume are recognised by the Dutch Society for the Protection of 

Animals. Can a Label Rouge certificate be recognised as a valid chain 

quality system by the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to recognise a Label 

Rouge certificate as a valid supply chain quality system for the scopes Broilers 1, 2 

and 3 stars. A valid Label Rouge certificate is therefore sufficient to comply with the 

criteria KBLA01, A5A and A5.

Following the conclusive formal adoption of these criteria, the supplementary decisions and interpretations below have been drafted in conjunction with the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals. These 

decisions/interpretations have not yet been formally adopted and, in the event of exceptional circumstances, are subject to change before being included in the established BLL criteria. In anticipation thereof, certification 

will be carried out on the basis of these supplementary decisions and interpretations.
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25-07-24
KBLA03 and A9 

Breed
Can the Rustic Rowan be recognised as a slower growing broiler breed?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to recognise the Rustic 

Rowan as a BLL broiler breed. This means that this breed can be used on farms 

certified for BLL Broilers 1, 2 or 3 stars. The breed will be added during the next 

review of the criteria for Broilers. 

As a result, criterion A9 will be formulated as follows:

Interpretation: Slower-growing broiler breeds are: 

Hubbard JA 957, 757, Rowan Ranger, Cobb Sasso 150, Sasso SA 451 N, Ranger Gold, 

Rambler Ranger, Hubbard JA257, Hubbard JACY57, Rustic Rowan or other slower-

growing breeds approved by the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals with a 

particular emphasis on the following traits: 

•     slower-growing (average growth is max. 45 grams per day); 

•     mortality + reason for mortality;

•     gait score; 

•     footpad disorders; 

•     welfare of parent stock. 

The approval also applies to chicks from parent stock production breeds that cannot 

be placed as parent stock, i.e the males = the brothers of the Ranger, Rustic or JA57 

females and the females = the sisters of the Rowan, Gold, Rambler or ColorYield 

males.

27-11-23

A5

Supply chain 

quality system (3 

stars)

The farm must a valid certificate issued by a supply chain quality system 

approved by the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals. IKB Kip and 

Belplume are recognised by the Dutch Society for the Protection of 

Animals. Can a KAT certificate be recognised as a valid chain quality 

system by the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals?   

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to recognise a KAT 

certificate as a valid supply chain quality system for the scope Broilers 3 stars. A 

valid KAT certificate is therefore sufficient to comply with criterion A5.
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29-08-24

KBLVA04A and 

VV2A 

Straw/hay/lucerne 

bales

The criterion entails that straw/hay/lucerne bales may be offered on the 

ground in a net to prevent the bales from disintegrating too quickly. In a 

previous supplementary decision, it was also mentioned that bales 

wrapped in plastic are not desirable. Since this is not mentioned in the 

current criterion, does this mean that bales may be offered in plastic 

wrap?

The offering of bales in plastic wrap to prevent the bales from disintegrating too 

quickly is not permitted by the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals due to 

risks to animal welfare.

As a result, criteria KBLVA04A and VV2A will be formulated as follows:

Interpretation: The straw/hay/lucerne bales must be placed on the floor as a 

complete bale (including twine) for the broilers. Providing enrichment in the form of 

straw/hay/lucerne in a hay rack is not permitted and does not comply with the 

Better Life criteria. To prevent the straw/hay/lucerne bales from disintegrating too 

quickly, the bales that are placed on the floor may be enclosed in a net. The bales 

may not be offered in plastic wrap.

21-06-24
KBLV07B, VV3B 

Feed composition 

The BLL criteria for broilers state that the feed must not contain any 

products of animal origin from poultry (no cannibalism). Does this apply 

only to protein derived from poultry or also to fat derived from poultry?

This criterion was established at the time in response to the European ban on the 

use of animal meal in animal feed. Animal meal is a protein raw material from a 

specific species. This is a different raw material to animal fat. European legislation 

(Regulation (EC) No 999/2001) permits the use of animal fat in poultry feed. The 

BLL criterion aimed to follow European legislation. This means that poultry fat is 

permitted in feed for BLL broilers.

The term "animal products" is incorrect. It will be replaced by "protein derived from 

poultry" at the next revision of the criteria.
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29-08-24
KBLH07 and H3A 

Daylight

The criteria entail that at least 20 Lux daylight is available in the entire 

barn, with all artificial lighting turned off. On very dark and cloudy days, 

some livestock farms struggle to achieve 20 Lux in the entire barn using 

only daylight, although this is possible on clear, cloudless days. Is it also 

possible to meet the 20 Lux standard with artificial lighting on?

The standard of 20 Lux without the use of artificial light leads to arbitrariness that 

can be very weather-dependent and beyond the control of the poultry farmer. 

Therefore, the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided that 

measurements may be taken with artificial light on to determine if it meets the 

minimum of 20 lux of light.

As a result, criteria KBLH07 and H3A will be formulated as follows:

Welfare aspect: Light

Criterion: At least 20 Lux light is available in the entire barn.

Interpretation: In addition to daylight, artificial light may be used in the barn to 

achieve sufficient light at animal level. However, the use of artificial light alone is 

not permitted. Daylight-permeable surfaces are functional and clean.

Method of measurement: Verify whether there is sufficient light in the barn and if 

the daylight-permeable surfaces are functional and clean. Use the Luxmeter to 

measure the light intensity in at least 2 places in the barn, if the artificial light is on 

when entering the barn, with artificial light on. If the lights are off when entering, 

take the measurements with artificial light off. Record whether this is at least 20 

Lux at animal height.
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