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Date Norm no. or topic Question Supplementary decision or interpretation

30-04-14
Animal protein/fats/blood 
plasma in pig feed

Are animal protein/fats and blood protein permitted in feed for pigs under the 
Better Life label?

We have set limited criteria on animal feed under BLL. 
Under the Better Life label, we base feed quality primarily on the GMP+ certificate. There 
are currently no additional criteria or banned products under the BLL 1-star pig scheme 
with regard to animal protein/fats/blood plasma in pig feed.As such, they are permitted. 

However, it is possible that the chain itself imposes additional criteria over and above the 
Better Life criteria. To ensure that animal protein/fats/blood plasma may be used in a 
particular chain, you may consult the chain manager (usually the abattoir). 

13-05-26
Criterion: UIT06 
(Pig 1 star)

Can the sanction (exclusion/critical) for this criterion be reduced?

The exclusion/critical sanction is intended for very serious shortcomings, for example 
where animal abuse or fraud is involved. In practice, it has become clear that there are also 
criteria with this sanction for which exclusion/critical is not always an appropriate measure. 
The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to lower the sanction for these 
criteria. This applies to criterion UIT06.

The new sanction for criteriion UIT06 will be: suspension/major.

13-05-26
Criteria: UIT06, V03C.2 and 
Z08A.2
(Pigs 2 stars)

Can the sanction (exclusion/critical) for these criteria be reduced?

The exclusion/critical sanction is intended for very serious shortcomings, for example 
where animal abuse or fraud is involved. In practice, it has become clear that there are also 
criteria with this sanction for which exclusion/critical is not always an appropriate measure. 
The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to lower the sanction for these 
criteria. This applies to criteria UIT06, V03C.2 and Z08A.2.

The new sanction for criteria UIT06, V03C.2 and Z08A.2 will be: suspension/major.

13-05-26
Criteria: UIT06, B03A.3, V03C.3, 
Z08A.3 and Z08D.3 
(Pigs 3 stars)

Can the sanction (exclusion/critical) for these criteria be reduced?

The exclusion/critical sanction is intended for very serious shortcomings, for example 
where animal abuse or fraud is involved. In practice, it has become clear that there are also 
criteria with this sanction for which exclusion/critical is not always an appropriate measure. 
The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided to lower the sanction for these 
criteria. This applies to criteria UIT06, B03A.3, V03C.3, Z08A.3 and Z08D.3.

The new sanction for criteria UIT06, B03A.3, V03C.3, Z08A.3 and Z08D.3 will be: 
suspension/major.

Following the conclusive formal adoption of these criteria, the supplementary decisions and interpretations below have been drafted in conjunction with the Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals. These decisions/interpretations 
have not yet been formally adopted and, in the event of exceptional circumstances, are subject to change before being included in the established BLL criteria. In anticipation thereof, certification will be carried out on the basis of 
these supplementary decisions and interpretations.
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1-05-26
BE01.1, BE01.2 and BE01.3 
Pens for teaser boars

The revised pig criteria came into effect on 2 May 2026. The criteria state that, 
in the case of surface area, this refers to the available pen floor area. Applying 
the available pen floor area has consequences for the number of pigs that can 
be kept.

Can the application of the available pen floor area be postponed?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided that the application of the 
available pen floor area for teaser boars will be postponed until 01-01-2027.

As of 01-01-2027, the certification bodies will apply the ‘available pen floor area’. This 
means the following: the space that is available to pigs and on which the pigs can move 
freely and can lie down, rest and stand up without difficulty. In doing so, they must not be 
hindered or obstructed by obstacles present in the space.

As of 01-01-2027, all pigs present must be kept on the basis of this available pen floor area. 
If, as of 01-01-2027, too many pigs are kept in pens based on the available pen floor area, a 
livestock farmer will be sanctioned for this.

1-05-26
K01.1a, K02.1, K02.2 and K02.3 
Surface area farrowing house

The revised pig criteria came into effect on 2 May 2026. The criteria state that, 
in the case of surface area, this refers to the available pen floor area. Applying 
the available pen floor area has consequences for the number of pigs that can 
be kept.

Can the application of the available pen floor area be postponed?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided that the application of the 
available pen floor area for the farrowing pen will be postponed until 01-01-2027.

As of 01-01-2027, the certification bodies will apply the ‘available pen floor area’. This 
means the following: the space that is available to pigs and on which the pigs can move 
freely and can lie down, rest and stand up without difficulty. In doing so, they must not be 
hindered or obstructed by obstacles present in the space.

As of 01-01-2027, all pigs present must be kept on the basis of this available pen floor area. 
If, as of 01-01-2027, too many pigs are kept in pens based on the available pen floor area, a 
livestock farmer will be sanctioned for this.

1-05-26
B01.1, B01.2 and B01.3 Floor 
area per piglet

The revised pig criteria came into effect on 2 May 2026. The criteria state that, 
in the case of surface area, this refers to the available pen floor area. Applying 
the available pen floor area has consequences for the number of pigs that can 
be kept.

Can the application of the available pen floor area be postponed?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided that the application of the 
available pen floor area for weaned piglets will be postponed until 01-01-2027.

As of 01-01-2027, the certification bodies will apply the ‘available pen floor area’. This 
means the following: the space that is available to pigs and on which the pigs can move 
freely and can lie down, rest and stand up without difficulty. In doing so, they must not be 
hindered or obstructed by obstacles present in the space.

As of 01-01-2027, all pigs present must be kept on the basis of this available pen floor area. 
If, as of 01-01-2027, too many pigs are kept in pens based on the available pen floor area, a 
livestock farmer will be sanctioned for this.
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1-05-26
V01B, V01B.3, V02.1a, V02.2a 
and V02.3a Space to move 
finishers

The revised pig criteria came into effect on 2 May 2026. The criteria state that, 
in the case of surface area, this refers to the available pen floor area. Applying 
the available pen floor area has consequences for the number of pigs that can 
be kept.

Can the application of the available pen floor area be postponed?

The Dutch Society for the Protection of Animals has decided that the application of the 
available pen floor area for finishers will be postponed until 01-01-2027.

As of 01-01-2027, the certification bodies will apply the ‘available pen floor area’. This 
means the following: the space that is available to pigs and on which the pigs can move 
freely and can lie down, rest and stand up without difficulty. In doing so, they must not be 
hindered or obstructed by obstacles present in the space.

As of 01-01-2027, all pigs present must be kept on the basis of this available pen floor area. 
If, as of 01-01-2027, too many pigs are kept in pens based on the available pen floor area, a 
livestock farmer will be sanctioned for this.
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